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When approaching a home, the front
door often gives the first impression.

Entrepreneur Greg Wozniak, who
founded a real estate development
company five years ago, realized this
and saw a void in the market.

Wozniak spotted what he saw as a
shortage of companies that
manufacture high quality, luxury
wooden entryway doors.

"I saw a need out there," the Glenview
resident said.

Wozniak found that homeowners
grew frustrated when many suppliers
require a three- to four-month wait for
a custom door. One-of-a-kind doors
are often pricey as well.
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"Some can cost as much as a car,"
Wozniak, 37, said. "We decided to
automate the custom industry."

About two years ago, he launched
Doors For Builders in Bensenville. He
mainly catered to builders and
architects. Individual homeowners
started hearing of the showroom at
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The business has seen a 40 percent
hike in sales over last year, and
Wozniak points to professional
service, quality and doors that are
available the same day.

"It's a good recipe," he said.

One key ingredient in his formula, he
said, is to offer custom doors with a price tag of about half of what consumers might
find at large retailers.

To cut costs, instead of making one door at a time, Wozniak makes about a dozen at
the same time. "We have close to 1,000 doors in our warehouse. There are about 40
different models," he added.

The business owner said Doors For Builders delivers the next day and sells on the
Internet.

"Our Web site (www.doorsforbuilders.com) is a powerful instrument,” he said.

The prehung, factory finished doors are available in several woods including
mahogany, cherry and knotty

alder. Wozniak works with three companies in Central America, Asia and Eastern
Europe to make the doors.

Wozniak, born and raised in Poland, immigrated here when he was 18. He worked in
the corporate world in finance, sales and marketing at Kraft Foods when he earned his
MBA from Northwestern University. He also worked on the marketing team at Barilla's
U.S. headquarters in Bannockburn.

"I understand what it takes to start a business. It's easy to open a business. It's difficult
to be profitable,” he said.

The showroom is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday.

President named: The Junior League of Chicago announced that Naperville resident
Laura Anderson has been elected president for a two-year term.

Anderson has been a leader and served the JLC for more than a decade. She joined
the JLC, a non-profit organization that has served the area for nearly 100 years, in
1997.

The Junior League of Chicago is a metropolitan organization of women committed to
promoting voluntarism developing the potential of women and improving the community.

New consultant: Debra Charles joined Silver Connections as a senior care consultant.
Charles will work in the DuPage area to assist seniors with their housing needs and to
ensure the communities in the network are supported. She comes to Silver
Connections after a 14-year career in the real estate industry. At Silver Connections,
Charles will help match the right senior living community to her customers' needs
instead of representing just one location. Silver Connections helps find housing
designed around each individual's needs and budget.

« Kim Mikus covers small business. Comments are welcome at (847) 427-4567 or
kmikus@dailyherald.com.

Sign in | Sign up to comment

1. Comments are not edited and don't represent the views of the Daily Herald.
2. To understand what is and isn't allowed please read our comments policy.
3. To report an inappropriate post click the icon beneath the comment.

Sign in | Sign up

Browse Archives Shop Images

New Auto Listings
Motorcyles
Classics & Antiques

MARKETPLACE

RN, MA * Clinic for Pain Management RN
needed in the O.R. F... MORE

CLEANING Water, Fire, Carpet, Mold
Tech/Helper. Experience a... MORE

Education - PT teacher at play-based
preschool. Degree. Comp... MORE

Health Care - MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Experienced individual for b... MORE

Health Care - MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Experienced individual for b... MORE

View All Top Jobs | Post A Job

HOUSE ADVANTAGE
State casinos tighten slot
machines

GRADUATION 2008
Memorable moments
from commencement

LAST LETTERS HOME
Final thoughts from local
soldiers

ACADEMIC TEAMS
Honoring our best
students

PETS IN PERIL
Savings animals from
high-kill shelters

HORROR HITS HOME
Full coverage of the NIU
shootings

A HEAVY TOLL
Flaws in the state's Open
Road system

THE DREAM
FORECLOSED

A long look at the
foreclosure crisis

LEADERSHIP TEAMS
Daily Herald honors
outstanding teens

RUSH TO INSPECT
Is your new home at
risk?

SCHOOL REPORT
CARDS

Did your district make
the grade?

SCHOOL FINANCE 101
A 10-week course on
how you pay for
education

Search and find Chicagoland
events

All categories

From: 7/23/2008 to:

7/23/2008

Advanced Events Search
Search

» Eclipse's 'Plaza Suite' poignant,
unsettling

» Chef Amaury's: French meets
local foods

» CSNY flip-flop in 'Déja Vu'

» 'Caveman' coming to Noble Fool
» Photographers busted near

Reitnaule hama

The appeal of jerky

» Nothin' says lovin'
» Way to a soldier's heart
» and more

Great Lakes beckon

» Scooting around Galena
» Fliers ticked off
» and more

Adults shy away from vaccines

» Get on that bike
» Watch those eyes
» and more

Subdued buzz for animated ‘Star Wars'

» Blue times in Chicago
» New DVD releases
» and more



http://www.dailyherald.com/subscribe/
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/
http://dailyherald.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/alltopjobs.asp',%20'popup',%20300,%20500,%20'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
http://www.dailyherald.com/jobs/post/
http://www.dailyherald.com/timeout/index.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/events/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222547
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222549
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222548
http://www.dailyherald.com/lifestyle/food/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=216966
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=216950
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=216886
http://www.dailyherald.com/travel
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221939
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221938
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221931
http://www.dailyherald.com/lifestyle/health/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221941
http://www.dailyherald.com/column/?id=221861
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221912
http://www.dailyherald.com/lifestyle/
http://anad.tacoda.net/ads/ad12534a-map.cgi/SZ=160X600A/V=2.1S/BRC=39228/BCPG41206.65302.74717/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/cancersurvivors/2008/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/cancersurvivors/2008/
http://nie.dailyherald.com/
http://nie.dailyherald.com/frameindex.htm
http://nie.dailyherald.com/
http://nie.dailyherald.com/mission.asp
http://www.reflejos.com/
http://www.reflejos.com/
http://www.beepcentral.com/
http://anad.tacoda.net/ads/ad12534a-map.cgi/BCPG41207.65303.154162/SZ=728X90A/V=2.1S/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221651
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221651
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221651
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/2008/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/2008/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/2008/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/letters/index.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/letters/index.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/letters/index.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/academic2008/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/academic2008/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/academic2008/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=162773
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=162773
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=162773
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=106951
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=106951
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=106951
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=83779
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=83779
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=83779
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/leadershipteams08/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/leadershipteams08/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/jump/leadershipteams08/index.htm
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=78057
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=78057
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=78057
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2007/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2007/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2007/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=42704
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=42704
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=42704
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222571
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222373
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222666
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222296
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222792
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/image/?id=82827
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/print/?id=222736
http://www.dailyherald.com/writers/?by=Kim%20Mikus
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222736#
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222736#storycomments
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222736#comment
http://www.doorsforbuilders.com/
http://my.dailyherald.com/nfo/tos/#conduct
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstory%2F%3Fid%3D222736
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222408
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=222123
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=221768
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=220916
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=220590
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=216941
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=215335
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=214986
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=214806
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=213816
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=213392
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=212724
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=211608
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=210523
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=209954
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/?tag=350
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstory%2F%3Fid%3D222736
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D222736
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D222736
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D222736
http://www.dailyherald.com/
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/autos.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=8500&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=9300&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=



